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Notion',! Theme: Serving America,s Heroes
Sewrt ent Irremei Leadir€ With a patriots Heart

. Official application

. School release form

. Student biography form

. HeadshoVphotorequirement

It is highly recommended that every student complete all required forms when they submit their entry.
Doing so will make the advancement process much easier should their entry be selected to move on to the
District level. All these documeoB are required for District competition along with those that Bo on to State
level.

For the Patrlot's Pen contest, it is also helpful to remind teachers that the essay should be submitted on a
single page, following the contest guidelines.

While visiting the schools, please also introduce t}le You[t American Creat'rye PatrbticArt Contest and the

3-Dimensional Paffiotic Art Co]ltst. Proriding this information early allows teachers the opportunity to
incorporate these contesB into their classroom curriculum and gives students ample time to prepare their
entries kfore the later deadlines.

To assist you with your school visiB, I have prepared two introductory letters to accompany the scholarship

applications-one designed for high schools and another for elementary and middle schools. These letters

explain the scholarship opportunities available tirough the VFW Auxiliary and highlight that students have

the opportunity to compete for thousands of dollars in scholarships and additional awards'

The first deadlines of the scholarship year are the VFW Voice of lternoctacy Audio-Essay Contest and the

VFW patriot's Pen Esay Contest, Please remember that all entries must be received by your Auxiliary no

later than October 31,2025, to be judged and advance through the competition'

Nicole xoutr-410 N. clinton st. Louis Ml It8880-989-62G6425'turtlelee@h otmail.com

student Participation - Recipient *".ounnffiffiwareness - lncreasing the Fund

It is hard to believe that Awust is alread here and the start of a new school year is just around the corner.
lf you have not already done so, it is important to begin contecting your local schools as soon as possible.

Please make every effort to deliver the Voice of llemocracl and Patriot's pen materials to both middle and
high schools early in the school year. Entries for both cortests must be submitted to your Auxiliary no later
than October 31, 2026. This year,s theme for both contests ts:

"What A Veteran Taught Me about America?"

When delivering the application packets, please include *re fdlowing materials:
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Schools Are Beck in Sesion - Ilave You Folbwcd Up?

Now that school is baek in session, have you retumed to the schools to follow up after originally delivering
the scholrship applications? lfyou haven't bcen back since the end ofthe last school year or your August
visit, I encourage you to prepaxe another packa and schedule a follow-up visit.

Take a few minutes 10 meet with the principal, counselors, or teachers and reinforce the importancc of these
scholanhip opportunities. Remind them that these progranx not only rccognize students for their patriotisrL
crtativity, and writing abilities, but also provide the opportunity to eam scholarships and awards that can
have a laxting impact on their future.

Don't tbrget the importance of prornoting thcse scholarships thmugh social rdia The Dcpartnrert
Scholanhips Pmgram page provides flyers, pmrnotional gmphics, aad other laluable rEsource{ that are ready
to download and shtue. Be sure to post thern on your Auxiliary's Fac$ook page, Lnstagrarl and YouTube
accounts. Also ulilize your personal social media pages, your Districl page, and elcourage fellow members
to sharc the posts to cxpand your reach-

Remernber that these $cholarship Wportuniries arc operr lo sludenls &ttending public schools, private schooLs,

and honreschool pmgrams. Every eligible student deserves thc opponunity to participate.

Scholarship Promotion Idea

One of the best ways to reach students is by reaching their parsnts.

Ask your local school il'you may set up an information table during a football game, volleyball rnatch, or
other school event. Display infornetion about the Voice of Democracy, Patriot's Pen, Continuing Education
Scholarshrp, Young American Creative Patriotic Art Contest, and the 3 -DirrEnsional Patriotic Arl Contest.
Highligtrt the scholarship arnounts available at each level---especially th6t the national Voice of Democracy
fint'place wirner roceives a $35,0$ schohrship.

Parcnts oftcn recognize thc value of sclolanhip opportunilies and cen cncourage their children to parricipate.

A simple conveNalion with a parent nray be all it takes ro inspirc a student to entsr one of our programs.

Whib hosting your inlbmution table, consider including brochuts aboul your VFW Auxiliary, upcoming

community events, youth activities, and other Auxiliary prDgrams rhat are open to the public. It's an excellent
opportunity to promote both our scholarship pmgrams and the irportant wor* of the VFW Auxiliary within
your community,

Reportlng
Accurate and timely reporting is a priority, and I stmngly encourage all rrrnbers to consistently report or
their Scholanhip activities.
Your cooperation and diligence rn reporting are grcatly apprcciated, as they suppoft both our mission and our
organizational res?onsibiliies-
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